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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS anv ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 
Complete set $2.25 
Single copies .20 
History 40 
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A Booklet for These Times 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Have you read the booklet on this vital 
subject? 

It reveals Biblical evidence concerning the 
second coming of Jesus and His Kingdom. 


It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
Prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus; contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist; reveals the great moral 
reformation that will follow his appearing. 


This booklet describes concisely the Bat- 
tle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 

Send for your copy today. 


64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 
This same edition is available in pocket 


size, set in smaller type. Get these copies 
to send to your friends. 


One dozen copies $1.00 
Single copies 10 





A TREATISE ON THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Have you wondered why professed Chris- 
tians have never felt the genuine power of 
the Holy Spirit? 

Have you been disappointed by pretenders 
who falsely claimed Apostolic power? 

Have you hoped to know the true mean- 
ing of the Biblical promise? 


Then you will find this booklet most in- 
teresting and instructive. 


It discusses Biblical evidence concerning 


the Holy Spirit Power as promised by Jesus 
in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. 


The following questions are answered: 


When was it given to God’s people? 
Why was it given? 

When was it withheld? 

Why was it withheld? 

When shall it be restored? 


Send for your copy today. 
60 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 





cAnnouncement 


Abib 1st, the anniversary of our Lord’s 
Nativity, and the Bible New Year, begins 
at 6 o’clock on the evening, of March 31. 
Please place your orders now for Greeting 
Cards. The quantity of cards printed will 
be determined by the number of requests 
received before February 15. 

Address your request to: 

Megiddo Mission 
Department W 
Rochester 19, N. Y. 








Affords New Strength 


Dear Sirs: 

These wonderful booklets have brought 
light and life into our lives. I only wish 
that more people had the privilege of read- 
ing them. Oftentimes when one feels lonely 
or depressed, the wonderful prayers give 
new strength to go on. 

Bright, Ontario 

Mrs. R. H. 


Learns More, Faster 
Dear Brothers: 

Megiddo books, MEGIDDO MESSAGE and 
Bible School Lessons are about all that 
I study, and the Bible. 

I am 75 years old and I have learned 
more of the Truth in the Bible in the last 
six months than in all my life previous to 
the reading of Megiddo books. 

Webster City, Iowa 

D. S. 


A Reader for 35 Years 
Dear Mission Friends: 

I have been a subscriber to this great 
little paper, the MESSAGE, since 1921. It is 
a paper that can’t be equaled in explaining 
the Scriptures. 

Karnak, Ill. 

TS 


Enlightenment 
Dear Sirs: 

Thank God that, through the Mrcippo 
MESSAGE and you, I am more enlightened in 
what I must do to be saved, asking fur- 
ther prayers as I will always need your 
help. 

Norfolk, Va. 


Mrs. P. W. H. 


Expresses Earnestness 
Dear Brother: 

I would like to make mention and thank 
all my spiritual brothers for remembering 
me in their brotherhood. Yes, it is surely 
wonderful to know that the Mission people 
are always generous to hand out cups of 
cool, sparkling water to the weary travel- 
ers on this dry desert land, and are always 
on watch to steer an erring soul over a 
mirage of worldly enticements. 

To be a Christian, one has to be sober in 
dotrine and practice, and if it has to be 
done, that we must separate ourselves from 
the world, as God says, well—then, that is 
exactly what we must do, for the Psalmist 
says (102: 7) it is better to be “a sparrow 
alone upon the house top” than following 
the masses in the broad way which leadeth 
to destruction. 

I now am free and can see the true light 
shining on my way, and with the help of 
God, I hope to continue building bridges 
over dangerous pitfalls, till my struggle 
to gain life eternal is won. 

sright, Ontario 

A. B, 
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THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON — When? 


ARS and rummors of wars! Distress of nations! 

\X/ Crises! Suspicion! Distrust! Disunity! Such are 

the cries which strike the world citizen’s ear! 

A terrible and fateful question is raised: Is the day 
of Armageddon, the fiery battle of Judgment Day, at 
hand? 

The Battle of Armageddon is a subject of Biblical 
prophecy. Through the years past, men have tried to ap- 
ply this prophecy to certain current events, but as time 
advanced nothing happened. Nevertheless, the prophecy 
remains, and with each new crisis in world events the 
thoughts of Armageddon cause fears and apprehensions. 
But the present event in the Middle East raises more 
questions because the girding for war is near the place 
of destiny. 

Will their battles set off the frightening event pre- 
dicted by the Apostle John? Will we see the Day of Judg- 
ment, the Day of God’s wrath? 

The gathering of nations for the final conflict is de- 
scribed by the Revelator in these words: 

“And he gathered them together in a place called in the 
Hebrew tongue Armageddon” (Rev. 16: 16). 


Sundry Interpretations of Armageddon 


Scholars of Bible prophecies interpret the Battle of 
Armageddon in many conflicting ways. Both Catholic 
and Protestant Bible experts (?) have said they don’t 
think the possibility of the Battle of Armageddon should 
unduly frighten anyone. They say a precise interpreta- 
tion of the prophecy is difficult if not impossible. 

Many scholars believe that the prophecy does not apply 
to future events but to events already historical. Refer- 
ence is made to a likely possibility of its application to 
the conflict between Christianity and early persecutors. 

Others believe that the event applies to the clash be- 
tween good and evil during all ages. 

As we shall see, the Battle of Armageddon is not just 
another war between man and man, between nation and 
nation, or groups of nations. This battle is vastly differ- 
ent. It is the battle by a combination of nations ar- 
rayed against the army of God Almighty. This is what 
makes the difference. 

For centuries, yes, millenniums, God has endured the 
wrongs of humanity. From the dawn of history to the 
present moment there has been little political peace on 
earth. At almost any instant you might name, somewhere 
man has been at war with man. When there was no actual 
combat, still turmoil of one kind or another existed. Ten- 
sion has been the rule, not the exception. Men have stooped 
to the lowest form of evil, revealing their most beastly 
characteristics. That this state of misconduct should con- 
tinue indefinitely is by no means God’s will. Through His 
Prophets He has given humanity a code of laws whereby 
they may learn to live justly and merit His blessings. He 
has had mankind on probation, and except for the very 
few who have conformed to His will, they have failed; 
and the present world-wide situation is evidence of that 
failure. 


The Site of Armageddon 


Armageddon, the Hellenized form of Har-Megiddo or 
the Mount of Megiddo, is some sixty miles north of Jeru- 
salem. The broad plain of Megiddo stretches before this 
mountain, which for thousands of years had been an im- 
posing stronghold, though now it is deeply covered with 
accumulated rubbish. Archeologists digging through the 
rubbish in the 1920’s found that the place had been a 
walled city as early as 3,000 B. Cc. 

Armageddon has been the gateway between two con- 
tinents, for possession of which the emperors and kings 
of Asia and Africa have struggled. Through the pass 
which it commands, the armies of Egypt had marched for 
1,000 years, and fought many battles in these hills over- 
looking the Valley of Esdraelon. 

The Crusaders of the Middle Ages also fought many 
battles there. 

Being the crossroad between the Orient and the Mid- 
dle East, the location is a logical place for battle and the 
gathering of armies. This is the place, then, where the 
Battle of God Almighty will be fought, or at least where 
it will begin, and will spread until the forces of evil are 
brought under complete control of Christ and the saints. 


Christ’s Second Coming and His Forerunner 


Whatever hope there is for our race must come from 
above, and that hope lies in the second coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Every student of the Bible is familiar with the account 
of Christ’s earthly career. The angelic promise before 
His birth that He should be King (Luke 1: 31—33), His 
own testimony before Pilate that He was King (John 
18:37), and the joyful words of the angels that He 
should return (Acts 1:10, 11), are sufficient to show 
Christ’s status and rightful claim to rulership of this 
earth. 

The Battle of Armageddon will begin after Christ re- 
turns to claim His throne. 

With the return of Christ as King, the nations will 
be faced with the ultimatum, submit or perish. The proc- 
lamation will go forth, 


“Fear God, and give glory to him, for the hour of his 
judgment is come” (Rev. 14:7). 


That is the Eternal’s final warning to humanity. There 
will be no doubt as to the source of this message. All 
peoples of the earth shall hear the warning and will be 
given an opportunity to submit and thereby secure safety. 
This work of sounding the warning to the nations of 
earth will be accomplished by Elijah the Prophet, who 
will return to earth before Christ’s second coming. 

He will be armed with supernatural power to demon- 
strate to the world the genuineness of His mission. The 
prophecy for this part of the work is told in these words: 


“Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall pre- 
pare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, 
shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of 
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the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, 
saith the Lord of hosts. But who may abide the day of 
his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for 
he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap... . 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: and 
he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and 
the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come 
and smite the earth with a curse” (Mal. 3:1, 2; 4:5, 6). 


Jesus also taught this concerning Elijah when He told 
His disciples, 

“Elijah truly shall first come and restore all things” 
(Matt. 17:11). 

When Elijah demonstrated His power against the 
prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel many years ago, the 
people came to their senses. First they saw the power of 
God manifested, then His judgments executed. Similar 
results will be produced when Elijah, by restoring the 
Holy Spirit power, shall perform wondrous works and mil- 
lions will submit to the King who comes to rule the world 
in righteousness. 

One would imagine that this troubled world would re- 
joice that at last the Deliverer has arrived, but not so. 
Concerning Christ’s return, the Apostle John wrote: 


“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall 
see him, ... and all kindreds of the earth shall wail be- 
cause of him” (Rev. 1:7). 


Armageddon 


Instead of submitting and thus obtaining the blessing, 
they will marshal their forces and raise mighty arma- 
ments to roll back the tide of His power. Read what the 
Revelator says further: 

“And I saw the beast [the papal power], and the kings 
of the earth, and thetr armies, gathered together to make 
war aguinst him that sat on the horse, and against his 
army. ... These shall make war with the Lamb; and the 
Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and 
King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and 
chosen and faithful” (Rev. 19:19; 17: 14). 


Christ’s victory of the Battle of Armageddon will cause 
“all kindreds of the earth to wail,” for that will be the 
end of man’s misrule and illegal gain and frenzied prof- 
iteering. Read Revelation 18 for a further description of 
the weeping and mourning that shall ensue when “Baby- 
lon, that mighty city”—this world of evil—shall go down 
to be no more. 

Today there is preparation for war—defensive or of- 
fensive. New and more powerful weapons are being de- 
veloped. This armament race will continue and will in- 
crease its momentum so that when the rightful King re- 
turns, rather than submit to Christ’s righteous rule, the 
world’s reaction is pictured by the Prophet Joel: 


“Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, 
wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw 
near; let them come up: beat your plowshares into 
swords; and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak 
say, 1 am strong, Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye 
heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: 
thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O Lord” 
(Joel 3: 9—11). 


The present disunity among major powers may seem to 
indicate any future unity impossible, but strange things 
can happen—and suddenly. 

A noted editor said recently: “The time has come to 
go back to the original concept—a world alliance... . 
The U. N. must be transformed into a world alliance of 
free governments. Dictatorship must go. They are a men- 
ace to world peace. Only free governments must be per- 
mitted to be members of the world alliance.” 

This, of course, is suggested action against the Com- 
munist aggression and dictatorship, but it also shows the 
spirit of the times. Whatever course the Communist 
world may take is unpredictable, but it is evident that 
the moment Christ challenges the powers of earth, there 
will be a quick and united move against Him. 


The Prophets Foresaw Armageddon 


By divine inspiration the Psalmist centuries ago fore- 
saw these coming events and wrote: “Why do the heathen 
[strangers to true religion] rage, and the people imagine 
a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and 
the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and 
against his Anointed.” They will join forces and go out 
united to meet this new invader, saying, “Let us break 
their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us” ; 
we will not surrender our thrones to this Usurper, they 
say. But, “he that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the 
Lord shall have them in derision.” The Almighty is sorely 
grieved with the wickedness extant in the world today 
and He purposes to clean up this old world and replace 
the strife and commotion of this present arrangement 
with a Kingdom of righteousness. 

The Prophet Joel, foreseeing the same crisis, says: 


“I will also gather all nations, and will bring them 
down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with 
them there for my people and for my heritage Israel... . 
Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you 
down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their 
wickedness is great. Multitudes, multitudes in the valley 
of decision: for the day of the Lord is near in the valley 
of decision” (Joel 3: 2, 18, 14). 


Indeed, that will be an hour of decision—disastrous for 
multitudes. 

The Prophet Isaiah has left us a vividly descriptive 
prophecy of future events. He continues the thought of 
the other Prophets: 


“Howl ye; for the day of the Lord is at hand; it shall 
come as a destruction from the Almighty. Therefore shall 
all hands be faint, and every man’s heart shall melt... . 
Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, . . . to lay the land 
desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of 
it” (Isa. 18: 6, 7, 9). 

The battle of God Almighty will be different from man- 
declared wars, for it will be fought in righteousness, de- 
stroying no one except those who will not submit to 
Christ. 

Isaiah further reports that because of that battle “the 
slain of the Lord shall be many” (Isa. 66: 16), and there 
shall be few men left. However, Zechariah is more spe- 
cific. He says: 


“And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith 
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the Lord, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but 
the third shall be left therein” (18:8). 


Two parts shall be cut off! The thought may seem 
staggering at first, but “come now, and let us reason to- 
gether.” From the earliest times man has had the con- 
sequences of evil doing pointed out to him by God’s in- 
spired servants, but he has refused and rebelled, and has 
forgotten his Maker, before whom all nations, if they 
acknowledge Him not, are less than nothing and vanity. 
The Jews beat His Prophets, crucified His Son, and 
stoned and imprisoned His Apostles; now the Gentiles 
have ignored His written Word and plunged headlong 
into the depths of iniquity. The world today is unregen- 
erate, unbelieving, steeped in superstitions. 


Personal Considerations 


Face to face with such great distresses, whither shall 
we turn for protection? Where, but to the stronghold de- 
scribed in Prov. 18: 10, “The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.” No 
other haven will afford security in the windy storm and 
tempest of God’s judgments (Ps. 55: 8). God provides the 
tower, and what a loving invitation He gives to avail 
ourselves of its protection: 


“Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and 
shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a 
little moment, until the indignation be overpast. For, be- 
hold, the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the in- 
habitants of the earth for their iniquity” (Isa. 26:20, 21). 


We would urge the reader to give serious thought to 
these words. God’s prophecy concerning the Battle of 
Armageddon will certainly be fulfilled as have all His 
prophecies in the past. There will be no escaping the 
final judgments. Why not come over on His side now, 
even before the time of trouble begins? 

When that time of trouble comes, when wars and des- 
olations sweep the land, what a comfort to know that we 
have a God whom we can trust! What a consolation to 
look to Him for deliverance and have the assurance that 
He will both hear and save! We have all been in the 
wrong, we have been greater sinners than our secret 
hearts care to admit. It is time for a true diagnosis of our 
inner self, time to realize our transgressions and cry with 
the Psalmist (57:1), 


“Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for 
my soul trusteth in thee: yea, in the shadow of thy wings 
will l make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast.” 





Self-Denial — A Christian Duty 


HE first lesson on the scroll of Jesus Christ is self- 
denial. He said to His disciples for their learning 
and for ours, “If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.” 
Indeed He is most powerful “who has himself in his 
own power,” and the knowledge of how to deny ourselves 
is the secret of all success; to prove this by actual testing 
is a most desirable accomplishment of learning. 

“The greatest achievement any man can make is to con- 
quer himself; to overcome his natural tendencies and cor- 
rect his inherent weaknesses. ‘Know thyself,’ is a good 
motto; but before you can command yourself, you must 
know yourself and learn to say ‘No,’ to yourself.” 

This is that denial of which Paul wrote to Timothy; it 
is to deny the ungodliness about us, but chiefly in our- 
selves. 

One of the most common weaknesses is self-indulgence, 
gratification. It may be gratification of an appetite, pas- 
sion, love of dress, amusement, or what not, but it springs 
from the same root, lack of self-control. Children mani- 
fest this weakness in many ways—bursts of passion and 
unruliness, but especially in the childish desire to find 
pleasure in the spending of money for little gratifica- 
tions, particularly candy. 

We are told that “many a merchant makes a living 
from this trait in children, and many parents foster it 
by too free indulgence in pennies. . . . The boy who gets 
all the spending money he wants will develop spending 
tendencies that will last through life. ... To carry money 
around and be able to say ‘No’ to the many opportunities 
that appeal to you to spend, is to develop character, re- 
sisting power, reserve and strength. It means that you 
know yourself and can conquer yourself.” 

The man who does not learn self-control is fittingly de- 
scribed in Prov. 25: 28, “He that hath no rule over his 


own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without 
walls.” He that has not learned to say “No” to himself is 

_not really a Christian. The one thing humanity needs to 
watch most of all is appetite; and God’s people can learn 
self-control by governing it. 

In attaining complete self-control we are not losing, 
but gaining; our lives becoming broader instead of nar- 
rower. Our self-denial is not of the negative, Oriental 
variety, renunciation for its own sake which reduces man 
to the level of the vegetable kingdom, but a redirection or 
focusing of energy. For, make no mistake about it, the 
world—this world and that to come—belongs to the self- 
denying, to the men and women who are able and willing 
to say “No” to themselves on a lower level so that they 
may have more with which to say “Yes” on the higher. The 
self-indulgent are remembered in history usually with 
loathing; the men who have left their mark for good in 
the world are invariably those who were to an uncom- 
mon degree masters of themselves. 

To cite a Biblical example, the names of Daniel and 
his three friends, who in their youth refused to be con- 
quered by the soft luxury of Babylon, even at the table, 
shine like stars in the murk of history, not only as men 
faithful to their God but as men fit for high position in 
this life. Of their companions who compromised with 
heathendom for the sake of their appetites, there is not 
a word. 

The narrow gate of self-control always opens into 
broader spaces, into a far more abundant life than the 
self-indulgent can ever know. 

Slavery to self is a bitter bondage. 

Will the abundant life be ours? Is it ours now? If not, 
why not? Without exception, the thing that stands in our 
way is the old self-life, demanding its own undisciplined 
way. To rid ourselves of this unwholesome condition is a 
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prolonged, grave and often painful operation, but it is the 
only road to present and future happiness. Let us then 
welcome any law, any ordinance, any custom, which will 
help us to gain the mastery over self. Let us not be con- 
tent with the letter, but enter into the spirit of the thing, 
willing to volunteer the second mile, if only we may be 
overcomers. 


The Benefits of Self-Denial 


All this self-discipline must have an object, or it is a 
waste of effort. Unless some great good comes of it, “let 
us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” There is, of 
course, the inward strength and peace which comes with 
self-mastery. But it goes deeper. We are in training for 
a high position in the Kingdom of God soon to come, to 
sit with Jesus on His throne. For we have the promise 
(Rev. 3:21), “To him that overcometh will I grant to 
sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and 
am set down with my Father in his throne.” No man is 
qualified to rule others unless he can rule himself. And 
the appetite is a good place to start. It may be only one 
thing, but it is not a small thing. - 

The Apostle Paul, one of our most notable examples, 
said he disciplined his body and brought it into subjec- 
tion, lest that after he had preached to others, he might 
be a castaway, lose his own soul (I Cor. 9: 27). Part of 
the discipline to which he subjected his physical nature 
was frequent fasting (II Cor. 6:5; 11:27), which has 
always been a Bible principle. 

There was nothing of a self-made martyr or the monas- 
tic in Paul; but he knew, as every son of God knows, that 
spiritual growth and an uncontrolled appetite, whether 
for food or any other physical gratification, are incom- 
patible. The body is not an enemy, but an opportunity, 
if it be kept in its place. The donkey is useful as a bearer 
of burdens, but is unthinkable as a ruler. Just so the body 
is a good servant, but a very bad master unless controlled. 

Untried confidence in our own strength is dangerous. 
We can never be sure that we can rule our appetites un- 
less we make the actual experiment. We all have heard 
of the drunkard who continually boasts that he can take 
the intoxicating cup or let it alone, but somehow he never 
lets it alone. When a habit or inclination gets the upper 
hand of us to the extent that we make excuses or justi- 
fications for it, that is evidence that we need to take it 
in hand at once, to see who is master. For the Christ-life 
is, first, control; second, control; third, control. “Even 
Christ pleased not himself”: but “suffered, leaving us an 
example, that we should follow his steps.” 

We, as Christians, fast from principle, because it is a 
Bible precept, and because the people of God have al- 
ways fasted. The command was given because the Creator 
of mankind knew from the beginning that self-denial is 
an excellent guard of virtue, that subduing impulse to 
principle brings great happiness now and assists in at- 
taining an eternal reward. In Judges 20: 26 we read that 
during a time of trouble “all the children of Israel and 
all the people went up and came unto the house of God; 
and wept, and sat there before the Lord, and fasted that 
day until evening.” They went all day without food. 

In Ezra (8: 21); in Nehemiah (1: 4) ; in II Chronicles 
(20: 1—14), are but a few of the instances of fasting 
among God’s people. It was always accompanied with 


prayer, as they endeavored to subdue the lower nature 
and rise to the higher, thus meriting God’s help or favor. 
And our self-denial, to be effective, must likewise be ac- 
companied with prayer. 

Fasting and self-denial was one of the lessons that 
Jesus impressed in His first sermon. This spiritual ex- 
ercise must not be performed after the manner of the 
hypocrites, to be seen of men, but for the approval of the 
living God. Fasting, like prayer, is not to be for outward 
effect, lest our reward be here and now only. 

One can fast without totally abstaining from food, as 
in the case of denying oneself certain foods in order to 
gain spiritual strength to overcome some particular be- 
setments or to resist a coming trial or calamity. 

But self-denial, to be effective, must be felt. There 
must be a consciousness of control, a growing sense of 
power, until, like our Master, we can say, “I have over- 
come the world.” This is the end result of patient, un- 
wearied subordination of our wayward inclinations by 
self-denial. 





Eighth of Series: 
VOICES FROM THE ROLL OF THE BOOK 


ZACCHAEUS Captured by Christ 


J ERICHO was a large, thriving city in the Jordan Val- 

ley, twenty miles northeast of Jerusalem on the west 
side of the Jordan River, near where it flows into the 
Dead Sea. Surrounded by beautiful hills, the descent 
from Jerusalem to Jericho was steep and winding, a per- 
fect hide-out for the thieves and murderers that infested 
the countryside. 

“Jericho” means a place of fragrance, and was also 
called a city of palms, and not without good reason, for 
completely encircling the city were vast orchards of 
pomegranates, almonds, apples, apricots, quince and 
olives, to name a few, as well as great vineyards and 
beautiful fields of grain of various kinds. Herod the 
Great and his son had greatly enlarged the city and 
adorned it; the wide avenues were lined with stately date 
palms, interspersed with other trees and colorful shrubs 
and flowers. 

The greatest and most wonderful event that ever hap- 
pened in my life was when Jesus visited our city. How 
well I, Zacchzus, remember the wonderful Man of Gali- 
lee and the excitement which prevailed everywhere that 
morning. Most of the people had heard of His marvelous 
cures, so you can well imagine the eager crowd that 
greeted Him as He entered Jericho. 

Being short of stature, I stretched my neck till it hurt. 
trying to get a glimpse of Him; when that failed, I tried 
to push my way through the milling crowd; to no avail. 
I looked around and spied a sycamore tree. I thought, 
here was my last opportunity to see Him. I had not for- 
gotten how to climb a tree, since a boy. From my elevated 
position I had a wonderful view; my disadvantage turned 
to advantage. 
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Just as Jesus was passing under the tree where I was, 
He looked up and said, “Zaccheus, hurry and come down, 
for I am going to visit with you today.” I was surprised 
and overjoyed, and you can be sure that I did not lose any 
time in getting down out of that tree and hurrying to 
greet Jesus, and sending my servants on home to pre- 
pare dinner and invite friends. 

The people who were crowding around and heard 
Jesus’ words, murmured and said, “He is not only speak- 
ing to a publican but he is actually asking to eat and visit 
with him.” Then many, pointing their finger at me, said, 
“Why, that man is a publican and a great sinner,” for 
you know, I was the superintendent of tax collectors for 
the district of Jericho. 

You may be interested to know the method that Rome 
used to gather taxes. Its evils gave the publicans their 
unsavory reputation. The Roman senate farmed the di- 
rect taxes to the richest class of Romans, who undertook 
to pay a given sum into the treasury. They appointed 
superintendents under whom were the actual collectors 
of taxes. The collectors overcharged, defrauded, black- 
mailed and stole at every opportunity and kept for them- 
selves everything above what they were required to hand 
over to the superintendents. The Roman officials seldom 
interfered so long as their demands were met. The sys- 
tem was essentially vicious, and the publicans were hated 
as traitors, the shameless tools of the Roman oppressors. 
I suppose your government has developed more refined 
ways of extracting taxes. 

Jesus’ outstanding characteristic was displayed in His 
dealing with me. All my past life and blamefulness, all 


ee 
a 





the people’s just and unjust prejudices, and all the odium 
of my class of people, did not turn Jesus away from my 
home. He was not concerned with public opinion; He did 
not fear His popularity would lessen should He sit at a 
tax-gatherer’s table. For years, any man who wished to 
stand well with the people would never cross my thresh- 
old; but Jesus’ action so completely overcame me that I 
determined then and there to be a new man. He must 
have seen that in spite of my riches I was a lonely man 
and at heart desired something better. 

So many things rushed through my mind concerning 
my past life, and I remember saying, “Lord, I give freely 
to the poor, but if by false accusation I have at any time 
taken anything from anyone I am willing to restore it 
again to him fourfold.” Jesus looked down at me for a 
moment, and then smilingly said, ‘““Zacchzeus, this day the 
way of salvation will be shown to your household; I have 
come to show you the way.” 

We had a bountiful dinner, for money and goods were 
no problem to me. We lingered long over our meal that 
day, scarcely knowing what we ate as we listened to Him 
tell of His mission on earth, of His coming Kingdom, and 
what each of us must do if we wished to be saved. I lis- 
tened in amazement to His words, for I had never before 
heard such wonderful things, or listened to such a power- 
ful Speaker. 

Oh, what a joy that day brought to me! My life was 
never the same after being touched by His influence. As 
I sat and pondered His words, searching my heart, I was 
caused to realize that my life had been as empty of the 
true joys and riches as the water jars my servants filled 
daily at Elisha’s fountain; my eyes as blind to the real 
purpose of life, as the eyes of the blind which Jesus 
opened; my ears as deaf to the sweet strains of the gos- 
pel call as the ears He unstopped; my tongue as silent of 
words of praise as the tongues of the dumb He unloosed 
in Jericho. But you may be sure that every year after 
that I set aside that day as a day of special thanksgiving 
and praise at my house. 

Now, I must leave you. It was a pleasure to address 
you. But it will be a greater pleasure for all of us when 
we meet to feast with our King, for then we shall not 
need to part. You will recognize me there as a man of 
short stature. While your day of probation lasts, remem- 
ber this: No matter what your physical stature or ap- 
pearance in this life, there is one thing you must develop 
and that is a big heart. You must be big-hearted; your 
heart must be enlarged to receive the truths of Jesus, and 
then it must overflow with goodness and kindness and 
deeds of love to your fellow man. Farewell. 





God pity those who mourn and know nothing of Di- 
vine consolation. How terrible their grief; how unavail- 
ing their tears, how hopeless their lives, when, burdened 
with their agony, they harden their hearts toward Christ, 
and reject that divine healing which He offers to their 
souls, that sweet sympathy and strength-supplying love, 
that life which shows them how to live, those promises 
which reach beyond this life and open to the believer’s 
eyes a heavenly rest in green pastures and by living wa- 
ters, when “God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, 
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor cry- 
ing, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former 
things are passed away.” 
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PROMISES TO KEEP 


‘ew title is inspired by an exquisite little poem by 
Robert Frost, Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Eve- 
ning. 

“Whose woods these are I think I know. 

His house is in the village though: 

He will not mind me stopping here 

To watch his woods fill up with snow. 


“My little horse must think it queer 
To stop without a farmhouse near 
Between the woods and frozen lake 
The darkest evening of the year.” 


So the poet watches bemused as the daylight fades, 
until memory brings him back to reality, in the closing 
stanza: 

“The woods are lovely, dark and deep, 
But I have promises to keep, 

And miles to go before I sleep, 

And miles to go before I sleep.” 


In a book of debt-collection letters is the following 
masterpiece of directness: 
Dear Sir: 
Honest men pay their just debts. 
Dishonest men do not pay their just debts. 


You owe me $10.00. 
Which kind are you? 


This is as true of promises as of debts, for a promise, 
no matter how trivial, is a debt, as much a measure of our 
honesty as any financial obligation. Many people are in- 
clined to treat verbal promises more or less lightly, for- 
getting that someone believed and trusted, and is de- 
pending on the fulfillment of that promise. If our record 
is such that no one takes our promises seriously, or dis- 
counts them as a matter of course, then we are really in 
need of an overhauling. 

We do not think much of people who do not keep their 
promises. Nobody does, and with good reason. We call 
them liars, in our hearts if not to their faces. Yet who of 
us can say that his own record is perfectly clear, even 
in temporal matters? We may be careful, yet not as care- 
ful as we could or should be. Worst of all, we give the lie 
to our high professions by repeatedly, persistently, con- 
sistently and habitually breaking the promises we have 
made to our heavenly Father, and have compounded the 
evil by excusing ourselves to ourselves. 

We promise that we will be obedient, and crumple 
under the first temptation. We promise we will cast out 
the idols we have loved so long, and never make a clean 
sweep. We promise to bestir ourselves and redeem the 
time, yet we procrastinate, standing idly by the roadside, 
waiting—waiting for something, we know not what. Why 
do we not do better? 

Perhaps one reason is that God does not collect His ac- 
counts every night. If He did, we might be appalled at 
the day’s balance sheet. Perhaps another answer is that 
we have tried to spread ourselves too thin; we have not 
been single-minded enough. In this complex world there 
are many intriguing things to attract our attention, if 
we but had the time and the capacity. But we are strictly 
limited in both. We know, or should know, that we cannot 
have everything, but only a choice of things; and our 
present happiness and eternal welfare depend on the 
wisdom of our choice. It is possible for us to make too 


many commitments, to get ourselves too deeply involved 
in too many things, with most unhappy results. Remem- 
bering our limitations, we must use the greatest discrim- 
ination, always weighing the gains and losses, always 
considering the outcome. If in this, the “darkest evening 
of the year,” we take the time to stand idly, watching 
somebody’s woods fill up with snow, figuratively speak- 
ing, we will carry away nothing substantial or satisfying, 
but only the consciousness of another precious hour 
wasted. 

Amid the myriad diversions, distractions, and calls 
upon our time, let us always be guided by the inflexible 
principle: First things first. Many of these appeals have 
no claim whatever upon our time: others can, by prac- 
tice, be cut down to size and made to serve higher ends, 
namely, the fulfillment of the promises we have made to 
God, even our solemn covenant for eternity. 

This covenant is not something to be taken lightly or 
unadvisedly. We can easily break our promises, but we 
cannot escape them. Once we have intelligently said, “All 
these things we will do,” we are under contract. We can- 
not drop it or forget it at will and nothing come of it. 
“Better is it that thou shouldest not vow,” the Eternal 
warns, “than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.” Bet- 
ter, that is, because of the consequences. “After this the 
judgment,” when the secrets of the heart shall come to 
light. Once we were nothing, and had we not made a cove- 
nant we should have remained nothing, to live out our 
days and return to our earth, to be as though we had not 
been. No reward, no punishment—nothing. But when we 
set ourselves to be something in the sight of the Eternal, 
we are destined to be something, for better or for worse, 
depending on how seriously we take our promises. This is 
the goodness and severity of God, the one as real, and as 
just, and as necessary, as the other. 

The promises we make are by no means one-sided. 
They commit us to sacrifice, but not to loss. We agree 
to relinquish the lesser that we may lay hold on the 
greater things. Our promises come as a response to God’s; 
we love Him because He first loved us. His promises are 
conditioned upon obedience; ours, if properly made, are 
unconditional, because there is no possibility of His 
failure. “God is not a man that he should lie.” He will 
keep His promises for good, if we keep ours; and the 
penalty is no less certain if we fail. 

We have delayed the payment of our vows too long; it 
is later than we think. Beginning today, let us be more 
watchful. When a diversion, be it ever so attractive, cries 
out for our attention, let us check ourselves. Let us ask 
if we have the time to spare; if it is consistent with our 
profession ; if it could be misunderstood to the detriment 
of the Cause we represent. Remember, we have promises 
to keep, and miles to go before we sleep. Too many miles 
—far too many. If we had not stopped so often to watch 
the woods fill up with snow, if we had not dallied so long 
with the trivialities and unrealities of this fleeting exist- 
ence, we would be miles nearer our goal. When the night 
closes in, our travel is at an end; but while the light holds 
out, let us hasten to put some of the miles behind us. For 
sleep will come—too soon. Throughout life, death walks 
at our side; and the imminence of the coming of the Lord 
lends an urgency unknown to any other generation. 
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Musings of the Editor 


URELY the tree mentioned in the first Psalm must have 
been a happy tree—for it grew by the streams of water. 
A thirsty, shriveled, gnarled tree could never be happy. The 
reason why our happy tree could grow strong—could with- 
stand winds and storms and bear its fruits every season—is 
that it had all the water necessary for development. It was 
one of those trees of which the Prophet Isaiah spoke when 
he said, “All the trees of the field shall clap their hands” 
(55: 12). 
It was so happy that it did not ask, “What 
A Happy do I get out of it?” Nor did it pout around, 
Tree waiting for someone to admire it, neither 
did it look about to see whether the Gar- 
dener was watching, or even at the other trees to see if they 
were going to bear fruit. 

So we can grow stronger and stronger by the living water 
of Truth. We shall be so happy to be living and able to 
perform the work God intends we should, regardless of man’s 
looks or praises. Growing closely to living water, our leaves 
even shall not wither—else we would not be happy. We can 
be green-leaved Christians. Let us be useful in every way 
possible, keep growing new wood, for on each added growth 
more blossoms can bud and, budding, later can bear more 
fruit. We who live beside the stream of life all have our sun- 
shine and rain of trials and temptation. But let us distinguish 
ourselves not as a leafless, barren, cheerless tree, but a liv- 
ing, active, fruitful tree. 





SELF-DENIAL WEEK 


During the week of February 3, an annual custom of 
self-denial will be observed by the Megiddo Mission con- 
gregation and by scattered members who desire to ob- 
serve it with us. It is one of the ties which bind the family 
of God together. Great spiritual benefit is derived by ob- 
serving it in the proper spirit, with prayer and thanks- 
giving, willingly and without grudging or thought of 
hardship; for a hardship it is not. Probably more than 
half the world’s population would be more than glad to 
have our self-denial diet as a steady fare. 

Only three articles of food are to be eaten at any one 
meal during this week but the variety may be changed 
at each meal if desired. No meat, fish, fowl, eggs, cheese, 
cake, puddings or pastries are on the bill of fare; but 
fruits, fresh, frozen or canned; vegetables (seasoning in- 
cluded), bread, butter, cereals, milk, and cottage cheese 
may be eaten freely. Exception is made for the aged and 
those under the care of a physician or on special diets. 

The Rev. L. T. Nichols instituted this custom many 
years ago as an aid in bringing the body into subjection, 
and controlling the appetite. No doubt there are many in 
the world today who would be glad to have even three 
kinds of food at a meal. So let us enter into the spirit of 
self-denial with our whole hearts, with a determination 
to make it a week of growth, and thank God every day 
and hour for our many blessings. 


MARCHING WITHOUT MUSIC 


Chev you march without music? “It is said that Bene- 
dict Arnold was a better general than George Wash- 
ington. . . . But he had one conspicuous weakness—he 
was unwilling to ‘march without music.’ Whenever Gen- 
eral Arnold performed a task in a competent manner, he 
expected praise and acclaim and, if these were not forth- 
coming, he sulked and became morose. 

“In the hurry and scurry of war there were times when 
the feats of General Arnold went unnoticed. This hurt in 
his most vital spot—his vanity. So he committed the act 
unpardonable—he quit his job and placed the secrets of 
his employer in the hands of the competition.” 

Human nature likes to march to the sweet music of ap- 
plause which they feel should be compensation for the 
noble work they have been doing; but when applause does 
not come promptly, the real man marches on—without 
music. This piece of little-known history contains a good 
moral for us, since we are all subject to human weak- 
nesses, to guard with care our calling in the army of the 
King and each day give our best service—whether there 
be music or not. 

The young Joseph proved himself a real man; he 
marched on to nobility of character when the music was 
minus in his life, nor was there any sulking or morose- 
ness when, if ever there was an excuse for it, Joseph 
had it. His father furnished the music in his early years 
because of his virtuous life; but his jealous brothers soon 
put an end to that music because they did not get it, and 
for many long years he marched manfully on, true to his 
God. Then one day the drums began to beat and the 
music returned, but he was the same upright man whether 
there was music or not—whether he was in prison or in 
power. He had a purpose in life, and it mattered not 
whether others accredited it, his duty to God kept him on 
the march; the music was secondary. 

The Apostle Paul was one of the best marchers on rec- 
ord. We hear little of music to his marching, but much of 
contempt; but he kept ever pressing on more firmly for 
his purpose. His marching carried him into courts, to 
prison and to stoning. There was not much music there. 
But he kept steadily on the march till the war was over 
and he triumphantly exclaimed: “I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to 
me at that day.”” When he receives that hard-won crown, 
the music in thundering applause will come from the 
throne of God and the angels of worlds on high. 

King Saul was a good marcher when he had music, 
when they sang his praises in battle. But when the music 
was for David because he had excelled him, Saul’s march- 
ing was over. He, like Benedict Arnold, became morose, 
jealous, and sold out to the competition; forsook the high, 
noble banner he had been following, and as far as he was 
concerned, let the glorious banner of the Almighty God 
fall to the ground. 

The purpose for which he was marching was not his 
highest ideal. The music was highly important. If the 
core of his life had been to live for God and further His 
cause here on earth, he would have continued marching 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? Or whither shall I 
flee from thy presence? If I ascend to heaven, thou art there! 
If I make my bed in Sheol, thou art there! If I take the 
wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea, even there thy hand shall lead me, and thy right 
hand shall hold me” (Ps. 139: 7—10, R.S.V.). 


The lesson that our meditation passage teaches, in few 
words, is that we cannot hide from God. Once we agree 
to serve Him, from then on a complete record is kept of 
all that we say, do and think. And whether living or dead, 
this record reposes safely in His “book of remembrance.” 
“Tf I ascend to heaven, thou art there!” Quite naturally 
we should expect to find God in heaven. “If I make my 
bed in Sheol,” the grave, “thou art there!” This is more 
surprising, but even in death our life’s record is known to 
Him. Christ is said to be “Lord both of the dead and liv- 
ing” (Rom. 14:9). The short period of one’s sleep in 
death does not change his relationship with God any 
more than his identity as a living being would be lost dur- 
ing sound sleep. 

The Psalmist is saying that no spot on earth could act 
as a hide-out from God: the highest mountain, the far- 
thest reaches of the ocean bottom, darkness, opaque walls. 
Nothing can hide the covenant-maker, or the record of 
his life, until the day he appears “before the judgment 
seat of Christ” to receive for “the things done in his body, 
whether . . . good or bad.” 

In the symbolic story of Jonah, he attempted to get 
away from the presence of God by taking passage on a 
ship going the opposite direction from Nineveh, the 
place to which he had been ordered to go. But even the 
deep could not insulate him from God’s presence. The 
disobedient prophet of Bethel forfeited his life because 
at the invitation of another prophet—an old friend— 
he partook of food in the place where the Lord had strict- 
ly forbidden him to eat or drink. 

In the days of the early Christian Church they sold 
their possessions and had all things common—and this 
was at a time when the Holy Spirit power was invested 
in the hands of men. A man and his wife, Ananias and 
Sapphira by name, thought they could fool God and 
bring only a part of the money they had received for the 
land they had just sold, keeping the difference just in case 
the arrangement should not work out well they would 
have something to rely on. They paid with their lives. 

The Israelite Achan, who at the conquest of Jericho 
took a wedge of gold and a goodly Babylonish garment, 
contrary to the Lord’s order for the day, and buried them 
under the floor of his tent, thought he could deceive God; 
but his plan failed utterly. The wicked King Ahab, at the 
instigation of his heathen wife, Jezebel, maneuvered the 
death of his neighbor, Naboth, in order that he might pos- 
sess a piece of land adjoining the king’s estate. No sooner 
had Ahab taken possession than Elijah pronounced his 
doom. 

And today, many feel that God does not exist. He re- 


wards neither evil nor good openly. Men carelessly aban- 
don themselves to ways of evil, saying in their hearts: 
“God hath forgotten: He hideth his face; He will never 
see it” (Ps. 10:11). And it behooves us to look well to 
our own attitudes lest we too forget that the eye of our 
God is upon us and we can hide nothing from Him. 

Our quotation in Psalm 139 closes with a joyful note: 
“even there thy hand shall lead me, and thy right hand 
shall hold me.” The Eternal’s faithful servant has the as- 
surance that the Lord will lead him. The path over which 
he is being led may be rough and steep, the visibility may 
not always be good, steps may have to be taken in the 
dark, but with the assurance that God’s rod and staff are 
always with him he has nothing to fear. But before one 
can be led he must willingly consent to being led. God 
forces no one. “Choose you this day whom ye will serve,” 
is the divine arrangement. God accepts only the willing 
offering; He promises the “good of the land” to only the 
“willing and obedient.” 

Assurances of God’s concern for His loyal worshipers 
are abundant. His hand is upon them for good (Ezra 8: 
22) ; He is on their side when wicked men rise up against 
them (Ps. 124: 2); He sets them apart for Himself (Ps. 
4:3); they are His “special treasure” (Mal. 3:17, mar- 
gin) ; He does not forget their “labor of love” (Heb. 6: 
10) ; He is their “shield,” their “buckler,” their ‘“exceed- 
ing great reward.” How diligent we should be in building 
for ourselves that favorable position! 

God’s providence is underscored in a modern transla- 
tion of Ps. 59:10, “My God in his loving kindness will 
meet me at every corner.” As Christians our lives are full 
of corners, right angle turns, blind corners, even U turns. 
We do not know what is ahead of us, and often it is well 
that we do not know. But with the assurance that the 
whole disposing of the Christian’s life is of the Lord, we 
are confident that we shall meet Him and be strengthened 
by Him at each of these corners. Each day faces us with 
a petty round of routine events. The affairs of ordinary 
life chafe and rub. At the beginning of each new day we 
should pause to acknowledge that at every “corner” we 
need God’s living presence and wise guidance. It may be 
the death of a Christian friend, the sudden discovery that 
a bad heart has partly crippled us for life, a serious 
financial loss, a cal] to pull stakes and move to a new and 
unfriendly location. 

Abraham was met by God at two sharply contrasting 
corners within three days. When to test Abraham’s faith 
and obedience He commanded him to offer his son Isaac 
as a burnt offering on a mountain in the land of Moriah, 
he was filled with apprehension. That corner seemed 
dark, yet he did not hesitate to obey. But when the angel 
arrested the descending stroke of the hand holding the 
knife, with the words: “Lay not thine hand upon the lad, 
neither do thou anything unto him” (Gen. 22:12), that 
was the brightest corner at which he had ever met God. 
The sudden reversal of God’s orders surprised and de- 
lighted him exceedingly. 

Every earnest life-seeker has experienced the thrill of 
coming to the corner where he found himself free from 
some clinging besetment with which he had battled for 
many years. Surely God was there to meet him at that 
corner, Let us never try to hide from God but open to 
Him our hearts, accept His loving-kindness, and purify 
our lives as He is pure. 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The Mrcippo MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


What does it mean to be born again? 


It is to be born of the Spirit or to have immortality. 
In John 3:7, where Jesus told Nicodemus that we must 
be born again, the marginal reading of “again” is “from 
above.” Jesus will give the Spirit birth to the faithful 
when He returns from above (Phil. 3: 20, 21). Then they 
will have the power to come and go with the freedom 
of the wind (John 3: 7). The angel Gabriel demonstrated 
the power one has when born of the Spirit when he flew 
swiftly to visit Daniel (ch. 9: 20—23). That same power 
is promised to the faithful. Read Isa. 40: 31. 

But to receive this birth we must first be “born of 
water,” that is, we must drink of the water of life and 
wash in it until we are pure within and without. 


Was the Church or Kingdom set up on the day of Pentecost? 


No. The true Church had its beginning when God first 
called a people into His service. Stephen referred to “the 
church in the wilderness” during Moses’ time (Acts 7: 
38). 

The Kingdom was not set up on the day of Pentecost 
for several reasons: (1) Christ the King had just as- 
cended to heaven, there to remain for a “long time” 
(Luke 19: 11, 12; Matt. 25:19). 

(2) At Pentecost neither the resurrection of the body 
nor the Judgment had taken place (I Cor. 15: 20, 23; 
Matt. 25: 31—34, 41). 

(3) Christ’s Kingdom is to be the fifth universal em- 
pire, to supersede Rome. At Pentecost the Roman king- 
dom was still at its zenith. 

(4) Ere the Kingdom is established, the Gentiles must 
be visited and a righteous people developed from among 
them (Acts 15:14—17). This had not taken place at 
Pentecost. 

When the Kingdom is established, all shall know the 
Lord from the least to the greatest, and war, wickedness 
and sickness shall cease out of the land. 


What is meant in Mal. 4: 6 by Elijah turning the heart of 
the fathers to the children? Do the fathers mean the ministers? 


No. It is the fathers of light. Isaiah 60 describes the 
present condition of the religious world as a state of 
“gross darkness,” but “light is come” when Elijah re- 
turns bringing in a new dispensation. If the ministers 
had been radiating light, the people would not come from 
the ends of the earth at this time, saying, “Surely our 
fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein 
there is no profit” (Jer. 16:19). That is the time when 
the ministers will be so ashamed of the way they have de- 
ceived the people that they will claim to have been farm- 
ers instead (Zech. 13: 4, 5). Then the fathers of light can 
do a great work by turning the children to the Lord. Thy 
teachers will not be removed into a corner any more, but 
thine eyes shall see thy teachers: and thine ears shall 
hear a word behind thee, saying, “This is the way, walk 
ye in it.” Instead of few finding the way to life as in this 
age, all shall know the Lord from the least to the greatest 
(Isa. 30: 20, 21; Matt. 7: 18, 14; Jer. 31: 34). 
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Please explain Matt. 16: 28, “There be some standing here, 
which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man 
coming in his kingdom.” Might not this imply the Kingdom 
to have been established at Pentecost? 


No. Some of the brethren whom Jesus addressed at 
that time would not taste of death until they had seen a 
vision of “the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” After 
six days, Peter, James and John saw this vision, as Jesus 
had promised. Upon a high mountain apart, the famous 
Transfiguration took place. Jesus was changed in figure; 
He appeared before these three disciples as He will ap- 
pear when He reigns in His future glory. Upon their re- 
turn from the mountain, Jesus charged them, “Tell the 
vision to no man” (Matt. 17:9). 


Why is more abundant honor given to the part of the body 
of Christ that “lacked,” and what did they lack? 


Just before this statement in I Cor. 12:24 Paul re- 
ferred to the “feet” of the multitudinous body of Christ, 
the last part taken out “which seem to be more feeble.” 
In the verses following he speaks of the gifts which they 
had in that age with Holy Spirit power but reveals a 
“more excellent way”—that of charity or love as the 
modern translations render it; love as described in First 
John 5:3. I Corinthians 13 tells how those gifts would 
cease (vs. 8—10), leaving but faith, hope and charity to 
enable us to gain salvation. So the feet or last part of the 
body taken out after Divine revelation ended (A. D. 70) 
lack the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Perfecting a character 
by faith only, that is, in the absence of visible power, 
brings the greater reward. 





MARCHING WITHOUT MUSIC 
(Continued from page 9) 


at his best even though David received more music. Yes, 
he would even have helped furnish music to make march- 
ing easier for his younger rival; and more could have 
been accomplished for the cause of right. 

When music is absent it proves our loyalty to the cause 
of Truth, whether we are moved by noble principles that 
will carry us above difficulties, or whether our marching 
is only good on the level and that to the music of appreci- 
ation. When once convinced of a lofty ideal, let us carry 
the banner on and on to the heights. The progress we are 
making will be so all-absorbing, we will scarcely miss the 
music. 

We might help further many a good cause but have a 
wrong or selfish object. Only as our interests and char- 
acter are grounded in a true principle, will we keep 
marching when there is no music. 

Many are the needful though often unsung duties of a 
Christian, of which we should never tire in their per- 
formance. Whether noticed or unnoticed, all is recorded 
in the “Book of remembrance” and increases our credit 
balance. God will not forget our labor of love. Work well 
done now, will receive the award of merit in the future. 
Some of our hardest marching may be unseen and unac- 
companied by music; but if we carry Truth’s Banner on 
to the heights of perfection, the music of welcome into 
God’s heavenly family will be surpassingly sweet. 
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THE PLEASURES OF EARTH 


The pleasures of earth are too fleeting for me; 
They’re here for a moment, and then cease to be; 
While those who enjoy them are wearied and vexed 
In seeking diversions, and wonder, “What next?” 
The TV, the movies, the ball, and the beach, 
Are tried for the thrill that is just out of reach: 
The cycle continues, around, and around, 

But that which they seek is nowhere to be found. 


The cigarette smoker attempts to deceive 

Himself by the thought that his vice will relieve 
The pangs of his yearnings, that grow with each puff; 
And few have the courage to say, “’Tis enough!” 
While some turn to drink for a respite from care, 
And think to find joy in forgetfulness there; 

To be disillusioned—their rapture is brief— 

For all they have done is to add to their grief. 


The number is legion that keeps on the go, 

That rides on the tide of humanity’s flow; 

But though the search takes them to countries afar, 
One “fly in the ointment” continues to mar 

The joy that would make life worth living, complete, 
To cast down, instead, to inglorious defeat: 

It is this, though their cup overflows from the store, 
Not resting content, they are hungry for more. 


Not so with the servants of God, and the Christ; 
For them, worldly pleasures have never sufficed. 
They cherish the promises found in the Word, 
The glorious hope of which few men have heard. 
For them is the prospect of unending joy, 
Eternal, supernal, without an alloy, 

When Zion’s fair portals swing wide at the cry, 
“The King of the ages is now drawing nigh!” 


This world cannot offer the pleasures worth while; 
Their glitter and gloss only tend to defile; 

While those of the Kingdom of God promise more 
Than man’s finite mind can conceive held in store. 
So just count me out in the quest for more “fun”; 
I’m willing to wait till my course has been run; 

In the meanwhile, I’ll work to be worthy to share 
The pleasures awaiting the faithful ones there. 

—L. L. S. 























